for preliminary analysis. The pellets were then transferred to the Zooarchaeology Laboratory at the University of Utah for final analysis and quantification. Although Barn Owls were not observed at the time of our collection, this species had been recently observed inside the barn by archaeologists and biologists from the Bureau of Land Management (P. Van Ornum and E. Flores, Jr., personal communication). Additionally, our identification of these pellets was based on the size and shape of intact pellets and the presence of the glossy, somewhat cemented saliva coating one typically finds with pellets regurgitated by tytonids (König et al.1999) .
Dry pellets were dissected using forceps under 5X magnification, and all osteological materials were separated and identified to the most specific taxonomic level possible. Osteological identifications were made using vertebrate comparative collections at California State University, Chico, and the Utah Museum of Natural History.
Pellet remains were quantified as the minimum number of individuals (MNI) needed to account for the distribution of elements in our sample (White 1953) . MNI values provide an estimate of the actual number of organisms consumed based on the number and orientation of bone elements in an animal's body (i.e., 2 left opercles and 1 right opercle from a given species of fish would result in an MNI value of 2 individuals).
Tui chubs (Gila bicolor), a native minnow (Family Cyprinidae), were the most abundant prey in the pellets, comprising 72.7% of all identified prey items (MNIs; Table 1 ). Badger Creek and its feeder spring provide habitat for the Sheldon tui chub, the only fish species identified in this system during recent surveys (Flores personal communication). During dry periods chubs are restricted to springs and deep pools. Results of our diet analysis suggest that Barn Owls foraging in the Bitner Ranch area are probably preying opportunistically on tui chubs stranded during low-flow periods from midsummer through early fall or during winter freezes.
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